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First Presbyterian Church 
 

With Christ our Savior as model and the Holy Spirit as guide, 

 we gather to worship God, and go forth to serve, sharing our faith and God’s love. 

 

April 12, 2020                                                                                                               Easter Sunday                                     

 

Opening Prayer 

(click on the link and join Dean in prayer) 

 

Let us prepare our hearts for worship 

 

PRELUDE                                            

“At the Rising of the Sun” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

 

INTROIT                                        

“He’s Not Here” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

 

Call to Worship                                                                            based on Jeremiah 31 

 

Leader:   Christ is Risen.   

People:   Alleluia! The Lord is risen indeed!  

Leader:   I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they will be my people. 

People:   Alleluia! The Lord is risen indeed!  

Leader:   I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with unfailing  

     kindness 

People:   Alleluia! The Lord is risen indeed!  

Leader:   Come let us go up to Zion, to the Lord our God.  

All:         Let us worship God.  

 

 

OPENING HYMN 
“Christ the Lord is Risen Today” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

 

  

https://youtu.be/RAYW0sq1Zo0
https://youtu.be/s47YtjNVpj8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z-b_eS3_3fw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15dmjnB8FZU
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Call to Confession                                                                                          1 Pet. 2:24 

Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sin, we might 

live for righteousness. Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.  

 

Prayer of Confession                                                                                
Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered the power of sin and 

death. We confess that we remain captive to doubt and fear, bound by the ways that 

lead to death. We overlook the poor and the hungry, and pass by those who mourn; we 

are deaf to the cries of the oppressed, and indifferent to the calls for peace; we despise 

the weak, and abuse the earth you made. Forgive us, God of mercy. Help us to trust 

your power to change our lives and make us new, that we may know the joy of life 

abundant given in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord.  
 

Silent Confession 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness                                                                              1 Pet. 2:25 

All of us, like sheep, have gone astray, but now we have returned to the shepherd and 

guardian of our souls. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 

 

Sharing our Faith with Children 

    (click on the title to hear children’s message) 

 

 

Scripture Readings                                         
 

    ACTS 10:34-43 (NIV) 

(click on the title to hear Grace Evans read Scripture) 

 
 

ANTHEM                             
“Easter Medley” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

 

 

John 20:1-18 (NIV) 

(click on the title to hear Charlie Dees read Scripture) 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cVUTeUh6qjk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qsoZUPRI-wE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f26P1ftbCco
https://youtu.be/B8lgsdCGyHg
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Reflections on Scripture John 20:1-18 

This is when Mary went to the tomb early in the week after Jesus’ burial.  She went 

and saw that the tomb stone had been moved.  

She ran back to tell Peter and John.  They ran to the tomb where they found that the 

strips of His clothing were laid out and that his head covering was folded in the 

corner.  The disciples ran back home but Mary went into the tomb. She saw two 

angels, one at the foot and one at the head where Jesus had lain.  The angels asked her 

“Woman, why are you weeping”?  She told the angels that someone had taken away 

her Lord. She turned around and saw a man standing there.  He asked, “Woman, why 

are you weeping”?  She, thinking he was a gardener, begged the man to let her know 

where Jesus was so she could take him away.  Jesus said, “Mary!”  She looked at him 

and said “Rabboni! (teacher) Jesus told her not to cling to him because he had not yet 

ascended to His Father, but to go out and tell the brethren.  She went out and told the 

disciples that Jesus was ascending to His Father and your Father and to My God and 

your God. 

This passage is the heart of Christianity.  It is proof that God sacrificed His only Son 

so that if we believe in Him, ask him for forgiveness for our sins, we will be granted 

everlasting life. Jesus was the only mortal who died and was raised from the dead and 

ascended into heaven. He was a man, like no one before him or after that who was 

perfect in every way. He loved everyone and was a messenger of God. By Suzanne 

Corbin 

 

Shock! 

Disillusioned! 

Emptiness! 

Scared? 

A Resurrection of the dead. Really? 

As we approach the most important event in the history of mankind, at least to 

Christians and believers around the world, the above words might very easily describe 

the people of the early first century when a lowly carpenter from Nazareth came to 

save mankind and ended up on a cross to save our pitiful, stiff necked  souls. But 

many of these same words might very easily describe the times that we are living in 

right now, that have come upon us so suddenly.  

COVID-2019. Keep our distance, 6’ or more from each other; even loved ones to a 

certain degree. Wear a mask in public even if we’re not sure that a simple cloth mask 

will do us any good, especially since so many are worn improperly. And now, of all of 

the days of the year for our beautiful Sanctuary to be closed, at Easter no less, it will 

be shut off to us like Jesus’s tomb, prior to Sunrise on Sunday. What do we do as 
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believers to fully comprehend the resurrected Christ and all who call him Lord and 

Savior?  

On our knees we pray, my dear Heavenly Father, 2,100 years ago, you sent your 

precious son Jesus to redeem and save us. As Scripture recalls, many of us rejected 

you then, and sadly, many more reject you today. Adding  to many peoples misery, is 

the Pandemic Virus we’re experiencing. Yet you, and only you are the only one we 

can put our trust and faith into; even more so than any proposed vaccine. Instill in our 

hearts a true compassion for our fellow man who quite possibly is hurting like never 

before! Help us Lord Jesus to be the light that shines so brightly on those  whose  

world is filled with so much darkness right now. As we all hit the silence and stillness 

of the weekend prior to Hosanna in the Highest on Sunday ‘morn’, let us all say: In 

the name of your precious son, Jesus, the CHRIST!, who liveth and reigneth forever 

and ever, our Alpha and Omega, Amen  

Inspired by Him, written by Wiley Leonard 

P.S.: “Please know that you’re never alone.” Tony Bennett 

 

 

HYMN                                            
“Hymn of Promise” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                      The Apostles Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 

Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He 

descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into 

heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the 

holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

(click on the title and join Tim Haithcock in prayer) 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN                         

“Christ Is Alive” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u81NLz5pHhU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I3KKeHNgYUg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GRQoeitN5nA
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Closing Prayer and Easter Wishes 

(click on the link and join Hope Derby in prayer) 

 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE                 
“Hallelujah” 

                                        (click on the title to hear the song) 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

“Toccata” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

 

https://youtu.be/rpdCnI6dMy0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VI6dsMeABpU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKejfYzB3ak

