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First Presbyterian Church 
 

With Christ our Savior as model and the Holy Spirit as guide, 

 we gather to worship God, and go forth to serve, sharing our faith and God’s love. 

 

May 10, 2020                                                                                                  Fifth Sunday of Easter                               

 

Opening Prayer 

(click on the link and join Beth and Lola in prayer) 

 

Let us prepare our hearts for worship 

 

PRELUDE                                            

“Prayer” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

 

INTROIT                                        

“Morning Has Broken” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

 

Call to Worship                                                                                                Psalm 31 

 

Leader: In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me  

             in your righteousness.  

People: Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  

Leader: Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my  

             stronghold; for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me. 

People: Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O  

             Lord, O God of truth. 

Leader: My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from  

             those who persecute me. 

People: Make your face to shine upon your servant, and in your loving kindness  

             save me.  

All:       Let us worship God.  

 

 

OPENING HYMN 

 

“Honor Christian Mothers” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

 

https://youtu.be/XLUMVoPw4zo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ruHMT3TzXsI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Rifby1tVE8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C-2TkkD4IiQ
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Call to Confession                                                                                 1 Timothy 6:12 

“Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were 

called when you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses.” Let 

us confess our sin to God.  

 

Prayer of Confession                                                                                
Almighty God, you love us, but we have not loved you. You call, but we have not 

listened. We walk away from neighbors in need, wrapped in our own concerns. We 

condone evil, prejudice, warfare, and greed. God of grace, help us to admit our sin, so 

that as you come to us in mercy, we may repent, turn to you, and receive forgiveness; 

through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen.  

 

Silent Confession 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness                                                                     Matthew 26:28 

“This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness 

of Sins.” Through Christ our sins are forgiven. Amen.  

 

 

Sharing our Faith with Children 

(click on the title to hear the message) 

 

 

Scripture Readings                                         
 

    1 Peter 2:2-10 (NIV) 

(click on the title to hear Bess read Scripture) 

 

 

ANTHEM                             
“Upon This Rock” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 
 

 

 

John 14:1-14 (NIV) 

(click on the title to hear Hunter read Scripture) 

  

https://youtu.be/oMiWJlgyb-E
https://youtu.be/qBrhMPZGCV8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ia7ibGW5mFI
https://youtu.be/rQ0K5tAJv7U
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Reflections on Scripture John 14:1-14  

Today’s scripture reading takes place after Jesus washes the feet of the disciples 

and predicts that Peter will deny him. The first four verses of this chapter are Jesus 

comforting his Disciples. “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also 

in me.” In God’s house are many mansions, homes, rooms. He has a place beyond our 

comprehension prepared for us for eternal life but we must BELIEVE.  In verse 6 

Jesus goes on to say he is the only way to God the Father. Not ONE way but the 

ONLY way. We must BELIEVE. 

As I sat in the Lowes parking lot patiently waiting for Al to buy a few “project 

items;” I watched the many people of all shapes and sizes hurrying in and out. It was 

interesting to see what purchases were in their baskets that they felt they “needed.”  

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we use this time of staying at home to stop and consider 

our spiritual or eternal homes as much as we have our temporary homes? Maybe God 

is reminding us we are not in charge. However, he has promised us eternal life 

through the gift of his Son Jesus. We must BELIEVE.   

Prayer: Dear God, 

We do give you praise and thanks for our many blessings. Calm our fears of the 

unknown. You have prepared a place for us for eternal life. Help us Lord to believe 

with our whole hearts, to be more faithful about our prayer life, to be more diligent 

about studying your word and being your servant here on earth. In Jesus name we 

pray.  Amen             By Hettie Grisette 

 

The 14th Chapter of John, verses 1-14, speaks volumes to us today as we find 

ourselves in a world that is whirling in fearful uncertainty. In verse 1, Jesus says quite 

clearly, “Let not your heart be troubled, Believe in God and in Me.” The Message 

version of the same verse is blunt: “Don’t let this throw you. You trust God, don’t 

you?” 
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When Jesus spoke those words, He was preparing his disciples for what was 

coming. In just the space of a few days, they would have their world turned 

completely upside down. The leader in whom they had put all their hopes would be 

arrested and crucified, and they would be desperately trying to find their “safe place” 

to wait out the danger and figure out their next step. (Sound familiar?) * 

Jesus clearly explained ahead of the coming crisis that his disciples needed to 

truly Believe in Him, Trust in Him, and Know that He and the Father were One. Jesus 

encouraged them by revealing His plan for them to continue His work after He was 

gone, doing even greater works than He had been able to do in those three short years. 

How would that be possible? He made them a promise, “Ask me anything, in My 

name, and I will do it.” (verse 14) He was saying to them and to us, Trust Me.....I am 

the Way, the Truth, and the Life. (verse 6) I will help you. There is power in believing 

and in trusting.  

Allow me a short illustration that you have surely heard before. 

On July 15 of 1859, a famous tightrope walker named Charles Blondin had a line 

placed across Niagara Falls, spanning a quarter of a mile between the US and Canada. 

In front of a cheering crowd, he then proceeded to walk across it (160 feet up in the 

air) pushing a wheelbarrow in front of him, as the pounding water drowned out all 

other sound. Reaching the other side, he stepped down to acknowledge the applause of 

the crowd. He approached them asking, “Do you believe that I can walk back on that 

tightrope without falling off?” “Yes,” they replied. “Do you really believe I can make 

it?” he asked. “Oh, Yes,” they replied, “we’ve just seen you do it!” “Then,” said 

Blondin, “who will get into that wheelbarrow?” “Not a chance,” they replied, “It is too 

dangerous!” ** 

Let us not be timid bystanders, afraid to trust the promises of our Lord. As we 

begin the next chapter at FPC with our interim pastor Rev. Lonnie Darnell on board, 

let us diligently seek to do God’s work in a meaningful and healthy way. Our church 
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is made up of loving committed members who have shown their concern for each 

other and for those in need, both within and outside our walls. Remember how Jesus 

encouraged His disciples (and us) to continue His work, even in fearful times, 

counting on His promise of aid through his Holy Spirit.  

In the words of Pastor Darnell, “We should see ourselves not in a survival 

mode, but learning, adapting, and being at our creative best.”  

With God’s help, let’s do it! Amen. 

                                                                                                                By Ann Hunter 

References 

*Martin Dale, “World Upside Down” 

**The Charles Blondin Story: A Picture of Faith 

 

HYMN                                            
“Come and Go with Me” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                      The Apostles Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 

Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He 

descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into 

heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the 

holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

(click on the title and join Malcolm in prayer) 

 

Almighty and Eternal God, we are weak with grief and bow down before you in 

prayer and in search of comfort. In you we trust and give thanks for the life and 

witness of Linda Brown. Our hearts hurt and minds cannot comprehend the loss 

of Linda. We pray that your arms surround Elbert, Johnnie, Jase, the entire 

Brown family and each of us as we grieve her loss. Spirit of God fill us. In Christ 

who is the way, the truth and the life, we pray. Amen.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eWtgGb6WsXw
https://youtu.be/CC21fgObHek
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CLOSING HYMN                         

“How Firm a Foundation” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

 

 

Closing Prayer and Benediction 

(click on the link and join Paula in prayer) 

 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE                 

 

“Amen” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

“L’Organiste No.1” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

 

May the Peace of Christ be with us! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3JdIrdKPfHA
https://youtu.be/EHQF1I4Wq_g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TfqdMYiDCuI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ck7lcQFwQo&feature=youtu.be

