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Dear Friends, 
 
This is my last newsletter article as your Interim Pastor.  I have struggled to find the right 
words to convey my feelings.  Since the announcement of my departure, I’ve been over-
whelmed by your show of love, support, expressions of appreciation, and thanks for my ser-
vice.  It has been a humbling and gratifying experience to think on our time together.  Though 
we have journeyed together for just a short while, yet we have successfully faced many chal-
lenges, not least of which has been opening up the church and keeping  
everyone safe amid the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
 
And now our journeys take us in different directions.  It doesn’t need to be said that you have 
been here before, with beloved church members coming and going, and the same with pastors.  
We would like to crystalize those meaningful moments and times, and have them last longer 
than they do, but that is not possible.  It will suffice me to remember that First Presbyterian 
Church, Goldsboro has been a remarkable congregation: gracious, loving, welcoming, and 
faith-filled.  My wife Robbie and I have been so enriched by your love and friendship over 
these months.  And we will always cherish our days among you. 
 
Finally, let us remember that “Goodbye” is a contraction, a shortening of “God-be-with-you”.  
As we say goodbye early this New Year, let us realize that it is a blessing that we are extend-
ing to each other, for God to be with us as we part company from each other—but not minis-
try, for we continue on in the same faith, same baptism, serving the same Lord!  So, though 
saddened, I can take comfort in our “goodbye” for I know that “God-will-be-with-FPC” in the 
days and months (and years) to come. 
 
I pray that you will continue in the favor of the Lord, as you grow in wisdom and strength for 
the glory of God. 
 
-Pastor Lonnie + 
 

 



January 10, 2021 

Deacon-in-Charge:   Toby Brown 

Co-Deacon:   Lynn Branch 

Ushers:  Carol Branch and Cur tis Stackhouse 
 

January   
Angie Best and Betty Rose Sutton 

        Elders 

Barbara Bradshaw 

Michael Jordan 

Rosalyn Lomax 

Bill Royall 

James Spicer 

  Deacons 

Emily Byrd 

Elva Graham 

Nathan Johnson 

Coleen Leeper 

Charlie Rouse 

Beginners’ Handbell Practice to Start 
 

Have you ever wanted to learn to play the handbells or the handchimes but 
did not know a thing about music?  Did the thought of looking at a piece 
of music frighten you because you did not know a whole note from a hole-
in-the-ground? 
 
On Wednesday evening, January 13th at 6:00 p.m. Chris will start rehears-
als for everyone who would like to play handbells but cannot read music, 
know any handbell terminology, or count to four with a with a steady beat.  
He will go very slowly and gently as he teaches everything you will need 
to know to make music for the Lord.  He promises that no one will get 
hurt or cry during the 90 minute sessions.  In fact, you will have a good 
time without ever knowing that you are really learning the language of 
music! 
 



Memorials 

 
In Memory 
 
Linda Brown      Molly Ingram –  
Presbyterian Women:                        (Ditty Whitford’s Great Granddaughter) 
Dillon and Sue Wooten,                                             Presbyterian Women: 
Jay and  Kathy Best,       Al and Hettie Grisette 
Clayborn and  Terri Smith, Ditty Whitford,  
Hettie and  Al Grisette     Delores Wagner  
Undesignated:      (Marilyn Bateman’s Mom) 
Jay and  Kathy Best, The Casey Family,   Presbyterian Women 
Presbyterian Women     Al and Hettie Grisette 
Charles and  Martha Wade, Milton and       
Janet McKeel      Randy Byrd 
        Presbyterian Women: 
Suzanne Ross Jenkins     Al and Hettie Grisette 
Undesignated:      Undesignated: 
Dillon and  Sue Wooten     Frank and Missy Best 
        Ditty Whitford 
Fanny Hatch 
Undesignated:      Barbara Goss 
Ellen Clark       Presbyterian Women: 
Presbyterian Women:     Al and Hettie Grisette 
Al and  Hettie Grisette 
 

Betty Brown      Honor 

Missions:       Betty Rand and her son and his family,  
Gilbert Brown, Ditty Whitford    the Warren Rand Family 
        Undesignated: 
Anne Fidler      Cousins—Anna and Russell Lee 
Undesignated: 
Malcolm and  Gail Shearin,  
Harold and  Evelyn Rose, Borden Parker,  
Ditty Whitford 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



2 Beth Stackhouse 

3 Mary Wynne Stackhouse 

 Will Stackhouse 

 Mr. Jack Kannan 

4  Mr. Al Grisette 

 Dr. Jim Stackhouse 

5 Mr. Ken Taylor 

6 Mr. Al Tate  

 Dean Gurley 

13  Jake Crocker 

 

15 Mrs. Bessie Beamon 

 Mrs. Victoria Royall Barfield 

17  Mr. John Henderson 

 Ethan Brogden 

19  Mr. John Wooten 

21 Mrs. Toddy Warren 

26 Mr. Sean Huneycutt 

27  Mrs. Gail Shearin 

28  Mr. Kent Warren 

 Wagner Wilder 

31  Mrs. Evelyn Rose 

The 2021 pledge envelopes are  
available  to be picked up.   

They are located in the hallway  
across from Nona’s office.           

 

February 1   Evening Circle 6:30 p.m. 

February 2   Morning Circle 10:00 a.m. 

January 26  PWCT  9:30 a.m. 

February 23 PWCT 9:30 a.m. 

Dear FPC family, 

The staff would like to extend our sincere ap-

preciation for the cards, gifts and holiday wish-

es  received during the Christmas season.  Your 

thoughtfulness and generosity meant so much 

to each one of us.  It is truly a joy and privilege 

to minister at FPC. 

Lonnie, Chris, Mary, Nona, Jean, and Ruth                                                                               


