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First Presbyterian Church 
 

With Christ our Savior as model and the Holy Spirit as guide, 

 we gather to worship God, and go forth to serve, sharing our faith and God’s love. 

 

April 5, 2020                                                                                                                   Palm Sunday                                     

 

Eleanor’s Opening Prayer 

(click on the link and join Eleanor in prayer) 

 

Let us prepare our hearts for worship 

 

PRELUDE                                              Palm Sunday Prelude    

                          (click on the title to hear the song) 

 

INTROIT                                                     Hosanna, Hosanna  

                            (click on the title to hear the song) 

 

Call to Worship                                                                               based on Psalm 118 

 

 Leader:   Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good; his love endures forever.   

People:   Hosanna, Hosanna. Let Israel say, “His love endures forever.”  

Leader:   Open for me the gates of the righteous; I will enter and give thanks to  

     the Lord 

People:   This is the gate of the Lord through which the righteous may  

                enter. 

 Leader:   Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. From the house of  

                          the Lord we bless you.  

People:   The Lord is God, and he has made his light shine on us. With  

                boughs in hand, join in the festal procession up to the horns of the  

                altar. 

 Leader:    Hosanna, Hosanna. Let us worship our God.  

 

 

Opening hymn                                 “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” 

                   (click on the title to hear the song) 

 

 

Call to Confession                                                                                           Acts 3:19 

Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of 

refreshing may come from the Lord. Let us confess our sins to God.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WNJOHWNdpbc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E1woTvrKTCo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Tkjb66cYns
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HPSKbXxpudU
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Prayer of Confession                                                                               from Psalm 31 

Be merciful to me, LORD, for I am in distress; my eyes grow weak with sorrow, 

my soul and body with grief. My life is consumed by anguish and my years by 

groaning; my strength fails because of my affliction, and my bones grow weak. 

But I trust in you, LORD; I say, “You are my God.” My times are in your hands; 

deliver me from the hands of my enemies, from those who pursue me. Let your 

face shine on your servant; save me in your unfailing love. 
 

Silent Confession 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness                                                                     

The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. In the name of Jesus 

Christ, we are forgiven. May the God of mercy, who forgives us all our sins, 

strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in 

eternal life. Amen.  

 

Sharing our Faith with Children 

    (click on the title to hear children’s message) 

 

Scripture Readings                                         
 

    Philippians 2:5-11 (NIV) 

(click on the title to hear Mary Scott read Scripture) 

 
 

ANTHEM                            “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”   

             (click on the title to hear the song) 

 

Matthew 21:1-11 (NIV) 

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you 

will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. If 

anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them 

right away.” 

This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 

“Say to Daughter Zion, 

    ‘See, your king comes to you, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wn0x3_1OV04&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cIL2HD5ZdbY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fEOLUnoQdmQ


P a g e  | 3 

 

gentle and riding on a donkey, 

    and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. They brought the donkey and 

the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. A very large crowd spread 

their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on 

the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!” 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” 

The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

 

Reflections on Scripture Matthew 21:1-11 

 

March is over and April has arrived. Not “April” our favorite donkey who usually 

visits us at FPC every year this time. No! This is the month of April – bringing with it 

Holy Week and today Palm Sunday. In Matthew it tells us the people spread their 

garments and waved palm branches shouting Hosanna to the son of David. Blessed is 

he who comes in the name of the Lord. They wanted this man to save them from 

oppression. But soon this sound would turn to taunts of “crucify him.” 

In today’s world, we have our own problems like those of long ago. We want to be 

secure, safe and saved from difficult times. Our world is awash with fear, the 

unknown, and distrust.  

We wave our imaginary palm branches today and cry out for our salvation. We know 

that the crucifixion was on the way for Jesus and yet we also know why! Because 

“Our King is coming” in him. He will not abandon us. He asks us as Christians to hold 

tight to our faith, help each other, believe the good news. In Isaiah 41:10, it says 

“Don’t be afraid for I am with you. Don’t be discouraged for I am your God. I will 

strengthen you. I will help you. I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.  



P a g e  | 4 

 

Hold fast, pray and despair will be replaced by a God of hope and love.”  

“Hosanna in the highest heaven.”  by Ellen Henderson 
 

In recent years, who can forget the joy on our little one’s faces as they process down 

the aisle waving palm branches on Palm Sunday. And of course we all have come to 

anxiously await the entrance of “April”, the beloved donkey who reminds us of Jesus’ 

entry into Jerusalem. 

I wonder what it must have been like to be in the crowd that first Sunday when Jesus 

made his “triumphal entry” into Jerusalem. We are told that Jesus knew that he was 

going to be arrested by the religious leaders who would mock and ridicule him and 

ultimately deliver him for crucifixion. And yet, he came to Jerusalem, in the most 

public and humble of ways, fully knowing his fate. Instead of a great spectacle 

typically associated with kings and rulers, Jesus came as a gentle savior full of love 

and grace and mercy. 

But why a donkey? Zechariah 9:9 says “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, 

Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, 

gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” So His entering 

Jerusalem was a fulfillment of the prophecy. And yet, how could this be considered 

triumphal? Many believe that it represents the triumph of humility over pride, of 

meekness and gentleness over anger and aggression. And it represents his taking 

everything on himself so that we could know salvation. Our greatest enemies of sin 

and death were defeated! The crowd must have known the magnitude of this moment 

as laying down their clothes or palm branches was a sign of victory, triumph, peace 

and eternal life. They also excitedly kept shouting Hosanna, which means “save now,” 

crying for deliverance. 

On that first Palm Sunday as well as today…Hosanna indeed! by Lee Futrelle  
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HYMN                                           “What Wondrous Love Is This” 

                      (click on the title to hear the song) 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                      The Apostles Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 

Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He 

descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into 

heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the 

holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

(click on the title and join Toby Brown in prayer) 
 

 

CLOSING HYMN                        “All Glory Laud and Honor”          

                    (click on the title to hear the song) 

 

Closing Prayer and Benediction 

(click on the link and join Lily Spicer in prayer) 

 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE                 
“God Be With You Till We Meet Again” 

                                        (click on the title to hear the song) 
 

POSTLUDE 

“Toccata in F Major” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

 

God’s peace be with you! 

Give a big smile to your family as an exchange of peace.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uP0tEceh8Bg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mLqdqnM5_Ew&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pHN8UAk6Yow
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GbmTYlM1ORc&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/OxQZ-MzsKLY
https://youtu.be/AmkokylCW9U

