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“Real News in a Fake News World” 
 
 
 
Fake news….is in the news 
 
Deliberate misinformation, dishonest, click-bait headlines; intentionally 
misleading sensation, downright fabrication…made up news. 
 
Fake news…..real news….how do you tell which is which? 
 
Presiding over a bipartisan White House meeting over immigration on 
Tuesday, the President purportedly referred to African nations as s----hole 
countries and questioned why we can’t have more immigrants from, say, 
Norway than we do impoverished Haiti. 
 
Fake news or real news? 
 
President Trump responds that the language he used in that meeting was 
tough, but did not include this vulgarity, nor any comment about Haiti 
except that it was, as we all know, an impoverished nation.  
 
Real news or fake news? 
 
Former President Obama, in a November interview with David Letterman, 
released this week says, 
 
“One of the biggest challenges we have to our democracy is the degree 
to which we don’t share a common baseline of facts,” Obama said. "If 
you watch Fox News, you are living on a different planet than you are if 
you are listening to NPR.” 
 
Fox News responds with this headline: “Obama Rips Fox News Viewers: 
You Are Living on a Different Planet” 
 
Real news or fake news? 
 
Real or fake, this much is sure, there’s a lot of it…. 
 
We are bombarded by news vying for our attention 24 hours a day 
through a wide array of platforms. 
 



What news you hear or see depends greatly on which channel or site you 
favor, whose tweets you read, which posts you click on. 
 
Now I don’t have any illusions about any love lost between Obama and 
Fox News, but it sure seems to me that the former President is accurate in 
saying that people who ride home from work listening to NPR and people 
who watch Fox news when they get home are increasingly living in very 
different worlds, isolated and insulated from each other, unable to agree 
on what news is fake and what news is real….unable even to talk with 
and listen to each other, never mind civil debate. 
 
Now maybe you have a camp.  Maybe you’re happy in whatever camp 
you’ve chosen….like the fella who says, “My mind’s made up, don’t 
confuse me with the facts…” 
 
But I often find myself searching for camp-less news , news straight up, 
news without spin and twists and slant and skewing. 
 
Can anybody tell me where I can find news like that? 
 
That’s why our text today, Jesus speaking to his disciples about the 
coming Holy Spirit is so striking to me. 
 
Jesus says to his disciples, “You’re grieving because I told you that I am 
going away from you…. 
 
But it is for your good that I go away, because when I do, I will send you 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
And when the Spirit comes, he will guide you into all truth….because he is 
the Spirit of truth…. 
 
Truth…..here it is….straight up real news. 
 
In our text this morning, Jesus lifts up three different specific truths that the 
Holy Spirit will teach us… 
 
The truth about what is wrong; the truth about what is right, and the truth 
about the coming judgment, when wrong will be condemned, and right 
will prevail. 
 
 
First of all, the Spirit teaches us the truth about what is wrong. 
 



What is wrong with the world, and with us, who are too much of the world 
 
What is wrong is that we do not believe in Jesus. 
 
To increasing numbers in our world, Jesus is the great stumbling block who 
must be shoved out of the way for progress to be made. 
 
Among those who claim to believe in Jesus are many whose faith is half-
hearted and indifferent.mm 
Across this land churches are empty because people, especially young 
people have voted with their feet against the thin bland insipid 
“churchianity” that looks nothing at all like New Testament discipleship…. 
where belief in Jesus means knowing him with soul shaking, joyful intimacy, 
and knowing his teachings, following him, making costly choices to obey 
him that real faith demands. 
 
This is what is wrong with the world, that we do not believe….and this is at 
the root of what is wrong in your life, if there is wrong in your life. 
 
The fiery love of Jesus, said 19th Century Scottish Preacher, George 
MacDonald, “is a fire unlike earthly fire in this, that it is  only  at a distance 
it burns; the further we are from Him, the worse it burns.” 
 
Our troubled burning is a sign of what is wrong….we are far away from 
Jesus. 
 
Second, Jesus says the Holy Spirit teaches us what is right. 
 
This is what the Spirit teaches about rightness:   
 
Apart from Jesus, no one is right, not a single one. 
 
Democrats are not right.  Republicans are not right.  Liberals are not right, 
Conservatives are not right. 
 
As much as we like assigning righteousness to our partisan causes and like-
minded faction, be we red or blue, green, purple, or rainbow, we are 
equal beggars before Christ, who alone is right, and alone can make us 
right. 
 
Here is the amazing real news……news before which all other news 
pales….the truth….Jesus Christ is not dead.  Christ is risen…and is at the 
right hand of God, where he prays for us….intercedes for us; not just the 
like minded, not just for certain nations, races, or favored people, but for 



all of us….he prays for us and he loves us with the sacrificial love that 
makes us right.  We are all beggars before him and the throne of grace. 
 
And it is from him, from his Spirit, that power comes for us to live rightly, to 
live and love as he did on this earth. 
 
Need I remind you that one of the things Jesus taught us over and over 
again was to love the least and the last and the so called s--- holes of the 
world, and said that by doing so, we were loving him. 
 
 
And finally, the Holy Spirit will teach us the truth about judgment. 
 
And this is the truth that the Spirit teaches…..judgment is coming…. 
 
The day is coming when love will shine its inexorable light upon our lives, 
revealing the just and the unjust, the evil and the good, what is right and 
what is wrong. 
 
We can be confident judgment is coming, Jesus says, because the ruler of 
this world, Satan, has already been judged.   
 
Judged at the cross, where evil seemed to hold sway, until from the tomb 
echoed the cry that’s still resounding…”Why are you looking for the living 
among the dead….he is not here….He is Risen, as he promised.” 
 
That victory struck a mortal blow against evil…. 
Though evil lingers, its days are numbered.  
 
Like the Allied landing in Normandy, in WW 2  
 
Once there was a beach head on Normandy, the fate of Hitler’s Third 
Reich was clear. 
 
Oh, there were hard battles still to be fought, a great struggle to wage 
until victory was final….but the world knew, Hitler knew, his days were 
numbered. 
 
And so are the days of evil and of Satan’s minions on this earth. 
 
The Holy Spirit, if we will listen, will assure us of this truth about judgment. 
 



That, ”though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet”….and 
the day is coming when we shall see this, when the whole world will see 
this. 
 
That, “Though the cause of evil prosper, 
Yet ‘tis truth alone is strong; 
Though truth’s portion be the scaffold, 
And upon the throne be wrong; 
Yet that scaffold sways the future, 
And behind the dim unknown, 
Standeth God within the shadow, 
Keeping watch above His own.” 
 
There you have it.   
That’s the real news in a fake news world. 
 
You won’t hear it on Fox or CNN CNBC or PBS, ESPN or BBC…you won’t 
read it in the Times or the Post or the Journal or the News-Argus… 
 
You wont find it scrolling for hours on Facebook, or Instagram or Twitter 
 
You can live your whole life and never hear, nor know or face the truth. 
 
But everyone will face it one day. 
 
HONOLULU –  Yesterday, Charles Howell III was eating breakfast in his hotel 
when the restaurant at the Kahala started buzzing. 
Everyone had their phones. Everyone received the same push alert. 
"BALLISTIC MISSILE THREAT INBOUND TO HAWAII. SEEK IMMEDIATE SHELTER. 
THIS IS NOT A DRILL." 
"All the alarms went off at the same time," Howell said. "It got everyone's 
attention. I didn't know what to do. We all just stared at each other. It kind 
of shows you the world we live in now. Your whole life can change in a 
second." 
It turned out to be fake news…..but with a real news lesson. 
 
The Holy Spirit tells us exactly what to do. 
 
Are you listening? 
 
Are you listening to real news? 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 


