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First Presbyterian Church 
 

With Christ our Savior as model and the Holy Spirit as guide, 

 we gather to worship God, and go forth to serve, sharing our faith and God’s love. 

 

April 19, 2020                                                                                             Second Sunday of Easter                               

 

Opening Prayer 

(click on the link and join Beatrice in prayer) 

 

Let us prepare our hearts for worship 

 

PRELUDE                                            

“Prayer” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

 

INTROIT                                        

“Christ Triumphant” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

 

Call to Worship                                                                                                Psalm 16 

 

Leader: Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge.  

People: I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; I have no good apart from you.” 

Leader: The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot.  

People: The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; I have a goodly  

              heritage.  

Leader: I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs  

             me.  

People: I keep the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall  

              not be moved. 

Leader: Therefore, my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my body also rests secure.    

People: For you do not give me up to Sheol, or let your faithful one see the Pit.   

Leader: You show me the path of life. In your presence there is fullness of joy; in your  

             right hand are pleasures forevermore.  

All:       Let us worship God.  

 

 

OPENING HYMN 
“Thine Be the Glory” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XJDvdefTs3M
https://youtu.be/eOYc1GnesDQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1puCB2YVWvU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bPjTfw4a2ZE
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Call to Confession                                                                                            Acts 3:19 

Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of 

refreshing may come from the Lord. Together let us confess our sin to God.  

 

Prayer of Confession                                                                                
God, our fears and prejudices run deep. Sometimes we can only see our own point of 

view. We stick with those who are like us, rarely venturing outside our comfort zones. 

We do not hear those crying for justice and true peace. We blame those who are 

suffering and in need, instead of standing by them. We deny the power of your gospel 

to unite us with those who are different from us. Lord, give us eyes to see and ears to 

hear. Open us to new possibilities of life for all of your people, and use us to enact the 

new life given in Christ. Amen 
 

Silent Confession 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness                                                                          Acts 2:25-26 

“For David says concerning him, “I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my 

right hand so that I will not be shaken; therefore, my heart was glad, and my tongue 

rejoiced; moreover, my flesh will live in hope.” In the name of Jesus Christ, we are 

forgiven! 

 

Sharing our Faith with Children 

    (click on the title to hear children’s message) 

 

 

Scripture Readings                                         
 

    1 Peter 1:3-9 (NIV) 

(click on the title to hear Vismitha read Scripture) 

 
 

ANTHEM                             
“With Songs of Rejoicing” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

 
 

John 20:19-31 (NIV) 

(click on the title to hear Vismitha read Scripture) 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zIPt8SYVS7I&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/e3fB2gdW_CU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VyNJssG9pxE
https://youtu.be/bnqoIILDCbs
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Reflections on Scripture John 20:19-31 

 

When the Disciples told Thomas about their first meeting with Jesus after the 

resurrection, he did not believe that it was true.  He required proof.  He needed to see 

and touch the wounds from Christ’s crucifixion before he would believe.  We will never 

have the opportunity to see the physical scars from the crucifixion.  As Christians we 

must have faith.  Faith is the basis of our belief and trust in God.  It is a firm belief in 

something that we did not witness.  Although Jesus made numerous appearances in the 

forty days after his resurrection, we can only witness this through words in the Bible. 

Jesus knew that there would be doubters—those that questioned his 

resurrection.  Today, it seems so easy to be like Thomas, but when problems arise, faith 

and belief in God is the path to follow. By Harold Rose 

 

As I read these familiar verses from John, what leaped off the page to me was 

the word, “Peace.”  Jesus said the word to his disciples not once, not twice, but three 

times in this short passage. 

He greeted his friends with this word; he used it again after he had shown them 

his wounds, saying he was sending them peace, as his Father sent peace to him. And 

then he breathed on them, giving them the Holy Spirit. He used the word peace a third 

time a few days later when he met his disciples again. This time Thomas was present 

to examine Christ’s wounds for himself to allay his doubts. 

Peace is what we need to hang onto in these troublesome times. Not doubt, like 

Thomas, though it is very easy to identify with him and demand data. But peace. Our 

lives have slowed down to a pace we have never known. There are no demands, few 

responsibilities. Life is in slow motion. 
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If we can embrace the quiet, enjoy the sunshine, listen to the birds, read a book, 

rejoice at Andrea Bocelli’s singing “Amazing Grace” acapella in a lonely square, 

maybe we can find the peace that Jesus was talking about. 

Maybe we can even feel the “spirit blow down,” as we sang in Jason’s cantata 

last fall. That is my prayer for all of us. By Barbara Ann Vinson 

 

 

HYMN                                            

“Because He Lives” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                      The Apostles Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 

Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He 

descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into 

heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the 

holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

(click on the title and join Trotter and Thomas in prayer) 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN                         

“To God Be the Glory” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

 

 

Closing Prayer and Benediction 

(click on the link and join Hinton in prayer) 

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=paXNlvy-hq8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MKCdde2dc60&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-15v9iworAU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Jw6rk5tSXw&feature=youtu.be
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CHORAL RESPONSE                 
 

“The Lord Bless You and Keep You” 

                                        (click on the title to hear the song) 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

“Praise the Lord” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w4C9zVg5X_A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dPxyDNwASj0

