
“Forerunner” 
John 1:19-28 
Elder and Deacon Installation Sunday 
January 15, 2017 
 
It feels good to be chosen, doesn’t it? 
 
From neighborhood pick up games to prom dates,  
from college acceptance congratulations to inclusion in a club…it feels 
good to be chosen. 
 
Do you know I still remember how good it felt 50 years ago to be chosen 
from Miss Patsy Ferrell’s fifth grade class to go to the big city of Raleigh 
and dance the Virginia Reel on live WRAL TV? 
 
And doggone it, wouldn’t you know it, the day before my dancing debut, 
I came down with the flu,  
and was summarily replaced by a substitute, missing out on what surely 
was among the highest rated programs in WRAL TV history. 
 
Who knows how that twist of providence may have changed the course 
of my life….but for the stomach flu, I might have been destined for 
alliterative stardom…Bob Bardin, Bolshoi Ballet.   
 
You know how good it feels to be chosen. 
 
And today there are ten chosen ones front and center, four elders and six 
deacons, chosen by the Holy Spirit through the voice of this congregation,  
and a Bible passage from the Gospel of John, about a man named John, 
the Baptizer, who was chosen, not to bow to a partner but to prepare the 
way of the Lord, to make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
 
This is such a good text for us today, and an important word for you ten 
who have been chosen. 
 
In this story, the noteworthy, notable authorities from Jerusalem have 
heard of a strange camel-coat-wearing-honey-coated-locust eating man 
preaching and gathering and baptizing crowds out in the sticks. 
 
They send a delegation on a fact-finding mission. 
 
They find John at his work…. 
 



HEY, YOU THERE, WITH HONEY AND LOCUST PARTS AND DRIED SPITTLE FROM 
YOUR SHOUTING IN YOUR BEARD….JUST WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? 
 
It’s a good question….a good one for us to ask today…. 
 
Who are you, who have been chosen? 
 
Years ago, I was part of a group that met to establish a Habitat for 
Humanity chapter in Wilmington. 
 
We worked hard, put together a list of Board members. 
 
A well-respected mover and shaker in the community came to a 
meeting. 
 
We showed him the list. 
 
His eyes ran down it…he slid it back toward the top of the table…. 
 
“You’ll never raise money in this town with that list…. there’s not one name 
there that I know.  You’ve got to get you some names on that list if you’re 
going to succeed.” 
 
You see what he was saying….this list of yours….it’s a bunch of who’s hes 
and who’s shes….you need to get you some who’s whos. 
 
Is that right? 
 
If that is right, are yours the kind of noteworthy names that will help us 
succeed? 
 
Do you remember what the Apostle Paul wrote in a letter to the feuding 
chosen ones at Corinth? 
 
My brothers and sisters, remember what sort of people you are who God 
has called.  You’re not so smart, not so powerful, not so highly born. 
 
But remember this, too.  God chooses the who’s hes to shame the who’s 
whos.   
 
God chooses the who’s shes to shame those who think they’re all that…. 
 
God chooses the weak to shame those who think they are strong. 
 



God chooses the low, the contemptible, the mere nothings to turn the 
world upside down. 
 
And God did this so that we would know  
that when good things happen, it is not because of us but because of 
God. 
 
 And when we boast, we will boast about Jesus, not about ourselves. 
 
God didn’t choose you because he needed golden urns overflowing with 
self-confidence and who’s whodum to be his vessels, but cracked pots, 
crying out to be filled. 
 
 
 
When the who’s who came to John from Jerusalem and they asked 
him….what kind of who’s who do you think you are? 
 
You think you the Messiah?  Are you like Elijah, the great prophet, or 
Moses? 
 
And John says, shoot, not only am I not the Messiah, but I’m not worthy to 
carry his jock strap…..You’ve got it all wrong. 
I am not the point. 
 
I am here to point to the point, to go ahead of him who comes after me, 
and yet was before me….before me, before everything and everybody. 
 
I’ll tell you what I am…..I am a voice 
 
Not “THE” WORD…. a voice. 
 
I cry out one message…it’s the whole reason I’ve been chosen: “MAKE 
THE LORD’S HIGHWAY STRAIGHT!” 
 
This is why God called you, so that, so that like John you could go ahead 
of his Son, as a voice, calling us as a church to be straight with Jesus; 
 
He chose you so that you can live the kind of life that shows everybody in 
this church and in this community what happens when you give the Lord 
Jesus Christ a straight shot at your heart,  
when you are real with him 
who alone is all that, and more than all that. 
 



You are not a who’s who, or an all that, and don’t have to be all that…. 
 
Just seek to be all his. 
 
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
	  


