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First Presbyterian Church 

 Our Mission as a Family of Faith 

With Christ our Savior as model and the Holy Spirit as guide, 

 we gather to worship God, and go forth to serve, sharing our faith and God’s love. 

 

March 29, 2020                                  Fifth Sunday in Lent                                        10:00 a.m. 

 

Rett’s Opening Prayer 

(click on the link and join Rett in prayer) 

Let us prepare our hearts for worship 

 

PRELUDE:                                    Hymn Prelude on "Love Unknown"     

          (click on the title to hear the song) 

 

Call to Worship                                                                                                               Psalm 130 

 Leader:   Out of the depths I cry to you, Lord; Lord, hear my voice.   

People:   Let your ears be attentive to my cry for mercy.   

 Leader:   If you, Lord, kept a record of sins, Lord who could stand?  

People:   But with you there is forgiveness, so that we can, with reverence, serve you.  

 Leader:   Israel, put your hope in the Lord, for with the Lord is unfailing love and with  

    him is full redemption.  

            People:   He himself will redeem Israel from all their sins.  

 Leader:   Let us worship God.  

                       

Opening hymn                              “My Song Is Love Unknown” 

          (click on the title to hear the song) 

 

Call to Confession                                                     

     James 5:16  

Therefore, confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. 

The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. Let us confess our sins to God.  

 

Prayer of Confession  

Holy and merciful God, in your presence we confess our sinfulness, our shortcomings, 

and our offenses against you. You alone know how often we have sinned in wandering 

from your ways, in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your love. Have mercy on us, O 

Lord, for we are ashamed and sorry for all we have done to displease you. Forgive our 

sins, and help us to live in our light, and walk in your ways, for the sake of Jesus Christ 

our Savior.  

 

Silent Confession 

 

Assurance of Forgiveness                                                                                      Romans 8:10-11 

But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death because of sin, the 

Spirit gives life because of righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 

https://youtu.be/3Z0IAMZ5WjM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2FASrKeFlmM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HMart4wXsI0
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dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal 

bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you. Through Christ we belong to God. Amen.  

 

Sharing our Faith with Children 

    (click on the title to hear children’s message) 

 

 

Scripture Readings                                         
 

    Ezekiel 37:1-14 (NIV) 

(click on the title to hear Catherine read Scripture) 

 

 

ANTHEM                                        “God So Loved the World”   

     (click on the title to hear the song) 

 

 

John 11:1-45 (NIV) 

Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 2 (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured 

perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, 

the one you love is sick.” 

4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so 

that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 

Lazarus. 6 So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days, 7 and 

then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.” 

8 “But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you are 

going back?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in 

the daytime will not stumble, for they see by this world’s light. 10 It is when a person walks at 

night that they stumble, for they have no light.” 

11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am 

going there to wake him up.” 

12 His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 13 Jesus had been speaking of his 

death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. 

14 So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 and for your sake I am glad I was not there, 

so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 

https://youtu.be/bahSMFyPSJY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VmLQqWeRDzo&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X5Akz6J8Rw0
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16 Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that 

we may die with him.” 

17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now 

Bethany was less than two miles[b] from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and 

Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, 

she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 

21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I 

know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, 

even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe 

this?” 

27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come 

into the world.” 

28 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is here,” 

she said, “and is asking for you.” 29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to 

him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met 

him. 31 When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how 

quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to 

mourn there. 

32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, 

“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 

33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he 

was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you laid him?” he asked. 

“Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 

35 Jesus wept. 

36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 

37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this 

man from dying?” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+11%3A1-45&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26542b
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38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the 

entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. 

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has 

been there four days.” 

40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 

41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have 

heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing 

here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 

43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man 

came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. 

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 

45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus 

did, believed in him. 

 

 Hymn                                                  “Let Us Build A House” 

             (click on the title to hear the song) 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                                         The Apostles Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ His 

only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the 

third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the 

dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 

forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

   

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                                              by Rosalyn Lomax 

 

Loving and merciful God,  

 We praise you for your glorious creation with its daily reminders of the Resurrection in 

every blossom of dogwood, daffodil, and azalea. We praise you for your Son Jesus Christ, whose 

wondrous love stuns us anew in this season of Lent. 

 We openly confess our unworthiness. We marvel at your forgiveness. We seek your 

understanding when we question our current crisis or seem ungrateful for comfortable homes and 

plentiful resources. We know so many others have less desirable circumstances than our own.  

 We do thank you for all of our blessings. We thank you for the medical community 

responding to the pandemic. Please grant them safety as they risk their lives to uphold their vows 

to help others. Please guide researchers who seek a vaccine. 

 We pray for all victims of the coronavirus: for those suffering from this illness; for the 

families of those who have not survived; for those whose economic stability has been threatened; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gKJgcv8SdnQ
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for those who live in fear of this enemy or any other threat. Let us not be discouraged, for your 

word tells us you have "not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound 

mind."  

 Grant us wisdom and courage for the facing of this crisis. Grant us peace, for you are 

with us through every storm. Thank you for our strong and loving staff and congregation, a true 

family. Bless our efforts to support each other, to know we are never alone but are always 

together as the body of Christ. Bless us as we worship today in our homes; remind us that you are 

our sanctuary wherever we are, and we are one in the Spirit.  

 We ask your comfort for the family of Randy McCall Byrd as we thank you for her life. 

We pray your blessing on all the others in our hearts including Brenda Behr, Annette Blizzard, 

Kim Brogden, Bridgette Broohm, Audrey Brow, Donald Brown, Gilbert Brown, Sarah Casey, 

Jessica Caves, Stephanie Cherry, Margaret Deans, Hope Derby, Norman Goss, Fanny Hatch, 

Loretta Hawkins, David Hogarty, Molly Ingram, Madelyn Percise, Jill Sasser, Jeff Stanley, 

Sharon Stanley, O.L. Starling, Jennifer Woodyard Stevens, Linda Stevens, Ken and Judy Taylor, 

Jackie Van Hoy, Delores Wagner, and Ditty Whitford.  

 Thank you for the privilege of prayer. Thank you for your Holy Spirit who prays for us 

when we cannot, and for your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray saying, Our 

Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done in earth 

as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever. Amen.  

 

 

Closing Hymn                                  “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”          

                 (click on the title to hear the song) 

 

Benediction 

“May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of 

mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, so that with one mind and one voice you may 

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Romans 15:5-6 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

  

Passing the Peace  
        The peace of Christ be with you. Be fervent in sharing Christ’s peace with all God’s people.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M5keJHZdWYM

