
P a g e  | 1 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
 

With Christ our Savior as model and the Holy Spirit as guide, 

 we gather to worship God, and go forth to serve, sharing our faith and God’s love. 

 

April 26, 2020                                                                                                Third Sunday of Easter                               

 

Opening Prayer 

(click on the link and join Henry and Barbara in prayer) 

 

Let us prepare our hearts for worship 

 

PRELUDE                                            

“Chorale No. 54” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 
   

INTROIT                                        

“Just a Closer Walk with Thee” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

 

Call to Worship                                                                                              Psalm 116 

 

Leader: I love the Lord, because God has heard my voice and my supplications.  

People: Because God inclined God’s ear to me, therefore I will call on God as  

              long as I live.  

Leader: The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; I  

              suffered distress and anguish.  

People: Then I called on the name of the Lord: “O Lord, I pray, save my life!” 

Leader: What shall I return to the Lord for all God’s bounty to me? 

People: I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord,  

Leader: I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all God’s people.     

People: In the courts of the house of the Lord, in your midst, O Jerusalem.  

              Praise the Lord! 

All:       Let us worship God.  

 

 

OPENING HYMN 
“We Know That Christ Is Raised” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DU3T0X_2WS0&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/ZQDtBenIjgc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OOKaircCiGI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v2jpZfAKSOU
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Call to Confession                                                                                            Acts 2:38 

Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 

Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit. Let us confess our sin to God. 

 

Prayer of Confession                                                                                
Merciful God,  

Fear, disease, hunger, poverty, unemployment, quarantine, rules, regulations, 

loneliness, too much time-together, stagnation, and confused emotions motivate us to 

do and say things that harm others and us. We are never satisfied with what we have. 

We always want what others have. We are an unhappy lot. We are losing the will to 

persevere and are unable to trust you completely. Forgive us, we pray, and lead us 

through your peace. Sustain us in our journey through this wilderness and help us to 

see through your eyes a day of healing and newness. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.  

 

Silent Confession 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness                                                                               Acts 2:39 

For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone 

whom the Lord our God calls to him. Through Christ our sins are forgiven. Amen.  

 

Sharing our Faith with Children 

    (click on the title to hear children’s message) 

 

 

Scripture Readings                                         
 

    1 Peter 1:17-23 (NIV) 

(click on the title to hear Katie read Scripture) 

 
 

ANTHEM                             
“Assurance” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 
 

 

Luke 24:13-35 (NIV) 

(click on the title to hear Breanna read Scripture) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K_cxKQK2QHE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=REl7nfN5wck&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hrFGUPOx28c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QuNwQo-h3E0&feature=youtu.be
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Reflections on Scripture Luke 24:13-35  

 

The days after the Crucifixion were days of calamity and turmoil for the 

followers of Jesus. The two who were on the road to Emmaus were not a part of the 

eleven remaining Disciples, but they were clearly within the inner circle. Their minds 

were so fixed on “everything that had happened” that they were “kept from 

recognizing” Jesus when he joined them, even after he explained to them “what was 

said in the Scriptures concerning himself.” 

 Are today’s followers of Jesus being kept from recognizing Jesus because of the 

calamity and turmoil generated by COVID-19? Our community of worship has 

obviously been impacted by restrictions in place to preserve our health and physical 

welfare. Should our spiritual welfare be impacted, too? The answer is NO. Just as 

Cleopas and his companion recognized Jesus upon the breaking of the bread (“their 

eyes were opened”), our Resolution should be and will be to recognize Jesus in our 

lives each and every day that passes. 

 We can take heed from the doctors and health professionals that fight the 

virus in the front lines at great personal risk on a daily basis. The followers of Jesus 

took up the Cross in the days and months after his death at great personal risk with the 

same Valor, inspired no doubt by his reappearance on the road to Emmaus as further 

eyewitness evidence of his Resurrection from the Tomb. Let us be inspired this day, 

this moment, in the same way! By John Dees 

 

 To understand the possible lesson, one must look at the beginning of Chapter 24 

of the Gospel according to Luke. Three women, one of whom was Mary Magdalene, 

the beloved friend of Jesus, went to the tomb on the first Easter morning and found it 

empty. Luke says that they saw two men in “dazzling apparel” who said “why do you 

seek the living among the dead?” The women left and told all of this to the 11 
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disciples and to the rest, but none of the 11 apostles and others believed the women. 

Later in the passage, two of those who did not believe were going to Emmaus which is 

about seven miles from Jerusalem. They were talking about what had happened to 

Jesus who drew near them and went with them. They, however, did not recognize 

Jesus. When the men reached the village, they requested that Jesus stay with them 

since it was close to the end of the day. When Jesus was at the table, he took bread, 

blessed it and broke it and gave it to them. That was when they recognized Him, but 

He vanished out of their sight. Then although it was late in the day, they immediately 

rushed back to Jerusalem where they found the 11 gathered together and those who 

were with them. They immediately said “the Lord has risen indeed.” 

It is striking to me that when the women learned that Jesus was no longer in the 

tomb and had risen and the two men who had gone to Emmaus saw and finally 

recognized Jesus that both women and the two men immediately rushed back to tell 

the disciples. When we realize that Jesus our Savior has risen and is saving us, should 

we not rush to tell anybody? Do we?  

Secondly, it occurs to me that the two men going to Emmaus did not recognize 

Jesus until He blessed the bread, broke it and gave it to them. This is what He had 

done at the Last Supper and is what we experience every time we have Communion. 

Does this open our eyes so that we really recognize Jesus? What do we do? What 

should we do? By Borden Parker 

 

 

HYMN                                            
“Leaning On the Everlasting Arms” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TLbqJl4OJEE
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Affirmation of Faith                                                                      The Apostles Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 

Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He 

descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into 

heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the 

holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

Prayers of the People 

(click on the title and join Joyce, Lilly, and Katharine in prayer) 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name,  

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 

As we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN                         

“Come Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

 

Closing Prayer 

(click on the link and join Anna Kate in prayer) 

 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE                 
 

“A Clare Benediction” 

                                        (click on the title to hear the song) 

 

POSTLUDE 

“Chorale Postlude” 

 (click on the title to hear the song)  

 

May the Peace of Christ be with us! 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=8QDloE27PkU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QwdyiRoEHYU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KvyrPPN5RoE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4amyhUC4is8
https://youtu.be/QFl-v6P02nA

