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First Presbyterian Church 
 

With Christ our Savior as model and the Holy Spirit as guide, 

 we gather to worship God, and go forth to serve, sharing our faith and God’s love. 

 

May 3, 2020                                                                                                 Fourth Sunday of Easter                               

 

Opening Prayer 

(click on the link and join Kate and Davis in prayer) 

 

Let us prepare our hearts for worship 

 

PRELUDE                                            

“Morceau No. 4” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 
   

INTROIT                                        

“Jesus Love Me” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

 

 

Call to Worship                                                                                                Psalm 23 

 

Leader: The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want  

People: You make me lie down in green pastures and lead me beside still waters. 

Leader: You revive my soul and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 

People: Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no  

   evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  

Leader: You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; you  

   have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over.  

People: Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,  

   and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  

All:       Let us worship God.  

 

 

OPENING HYMN 

 

“The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

  

https://youtu.be/XCC6XBU_SoM
https://youtu.be/yXKUQhzVbHI
https://youtu.be/oMv4Mn8P7Mk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BNjO9wsb4aI
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Call to Confession                                                                                          Daniel 9:5 

We have sinned and done wrong. We have been wicked and have rebelled; we have 

turned away from your commands and laws. Let us confess our sin to God. 

 

Prayer of Confession                                                                                
Almighty and merciful God,  

We have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We have followed too 

much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended against your holy 

laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and we have 

done those things which we ought not to have done. O Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Spare those who confess their faults. Restore those who are penitent, according to 

your promises declared to the world in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O merciful 

God, for his sake, that we may live a holy, just, and humble life to the glory of your 

holy name. Amen. 

 

Silent Confession 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness                                                                              Daniel 9:9 

The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving, even though we have rebelled against 

God. In the name of Christ our sins are forgiven. Amen.  

 

Sharing our Faith with Children 

(click on the title to hear the message) 

 

 

Scripture Readings                                         
 

    1 Peter 2:19-25 (NIV) 

(click on the title to hear Vismai read Scripture) 

 
 

ANTHEM                             
 

“People Need the Lord” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 
 

 

 

John 10:1-10 (NIV) 

(click on the title to hear Annelise and Debbie read Scripture) 

https://youtu.be/00qYQLdRf4Y
https://youtu.be/klu6dzhyQ64
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zAv0nm9HeJc
https://youtu.be/9_qWIOL7vhk
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Reflections on Scripture John 10:1-10  

The Good Shepherd and His Sheep 

In this passage, Jesus is explaining His role and His relationship with those who 

believe. He is explaining this to the Pharisees who are having a difficult time 

understanding the meaning of Jesus’ illustrations. Jesus begins by likening Himself to 

a good shepherd who leads his flock to the safety of the sheep pen and enters through 

the only way that is right which is thru the gate. When the Pharisees failed to 

understand this example, Jesus then turned the explanation of the relationship and His 

role as being one who is like the gate to the sheep pen. All who enter must come 

through Him. 

Possibly one of the most important aspects of this passage deals with the 

relationship that Jesus, the shepherd, has with His followers. Beginning with verse 

three, Jesus states that the shepherd calls “his own sheep by name and leads them 

out.” The sheep know the shepherd’s voice and follow him. This reflects the personal 

nature of this relationship between the shepherd and the sheep. He knows the sheep 

with the same intimacy that we have with our friends and neighbors.  

Often, several shepherds and their flocks would converge on a watering hole 

and the flocks would become intermingled. How do the shepherds keep track of their 

own flock in such a chaotic and confused assembly? The answer comes when it is 

time for the shepherd to move on. He would use a distinctive call which the sheep 

recognize, and the sheep from his flock would make their way to him. 

In verse four, the shepherd has brought out his sheep and he goes on ahead of 

them. It is important to understand the definition of the relationship described here. 

The shepherd is not a cowboy. Cowboys “drive” cattle. Shepherds “lead” sheep. The 

Good Shepherd does not stampede us toward salvation. He calls his flock. We know 

His voice. We follow Him knowing that His way is the right way. It is God’s way and 

it leads to salvation and eternal life. 
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Finally, in verse five, Jesus proclaims that the sheep “will never follow a 

stranger, in fact they will run away from him because they do not recognize a 

stranger’s voice.” It is important for the flock to stay together under the watchful eye 

of the shepherd. Sheep fare best together. Those sheep who stray away are often easy 

prey or fall victim to hardships.  

We are living in chaotic and confusing times. We are facing a new normal. We 

are anxious and nervous. We are confused and often feel alone and isolated. We have 

been separated from the flock and we struggle to understand. It is important now, 

more than ever, to listen for the Good Shepherd’s call. To know His voice, and His 

voice alone, and not confuse it with other voices we may hear. We must believe that 

following that marvelous voice will return us to the flock, with its safety and 

community, and trust that no matter how distanced we feel, God has not abandoned 

us, and He never will. By Bill Royall 

 

During our current pandemic situation, life can seem pretty disorganized and 

out of routine.  Just like the flock of sheep, we can very easy become scattered and 

separated from each other when confronted with turmoil. Unfortunately, there are 

people in the world who try and take advantage of these situations for their own 

benefit. Through false news and ongoing scams, we are placed in situations whereby 

we don’t know what is truthful and who can be trusted. As Christians, we know that 

our shepherd, Jesus Christ, is truth and life. We need to actively seek his council and 

knowledge through reading his Word and continuing with fellowship (incorporate 

physical distancing and universal masking). Through social media and participating in 

our church Sunday services online, we can continue our fellowship connections until 

we can all be together again without restrictions. Hold steadfast to daily meditations 

with Jesus and reach out to a neighbor, friend, or fellow church member to say hello 

and to help provide for their needs as able. By following our good shepherd, Jesus, we 
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will be directed toward the green pastures in life and will be guided through current 

and future difficult situations. In Christ we put our trust, hope and faith. By Scott 

Gibson 

 

HYMN                                            
“Precious Lord, Take My Hand” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                      The Apostles Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 

Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He 

descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into 

heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the 

holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

(click on the title and join Jason and Ali in prayer) 

 

CLOSING HYMN                         

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

 

Closing Prayer and Benediction 

(click on the link and join Mary Wynne in prayer) 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE                 
 

“An Irish Blessing” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

 

POSTLUDE 

“Morceau No. 1” 

(click on the title to hear the song) 

May the Peace of Christ be with us! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ThsYX4RBtbw
https://youtu.be/esB4Fv9yn-c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0JvCmvlm-Qg
https://youtu.be/pP4nVC49lgQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nXduNT6QWBk
https://youtu.be/B1rHkpCv8SI

