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Dear Friends, 
 
Two things in this note: some news to share and a favor to ask. 
 
First, the news.  You remember the song, “All I Want for Christmas is My Two Front 
Teeth?”  (This is a far better song than Mariah Carey’s “All I Want for Christmas Is You”, 
which is surely in the top 10 most annoying holiday offerings.)  Grownups thought it cute for a 
child to sing the two front teeth song through the lisping gap in their mouth.   I’ve never known 
a child, though, who’d be happy getting two teeth for Christmas.  I   certainly wouldn’t have 
been.  But now I’m older, and offer you a mature revision of this classic two front teeth song:  
“All I want for Christmas is a new right hip, a new right hip, a new right hip…….etc.”  Christ-
mas is coming early for me, on December 5th, and I’ll be truly happy when it does.  Having 
made it through 61 years without a surgery, I’m opting for the “buy one, get one free” offer.  I 
expect to be back to work quick as a flash, and have been told by some who should know that 
the hip replacement surgery is not bad at all.  Sally and I did make the mistake of watching it in 
gory detail on Youtube, and discovered that it involves a saw, a drill with a reamer bit, a spike 
and a hammer.  Merry Christmas, indeed.  Of course, I know that getting a bionic repair will 
mean forfeiting a pretty good multi-purpose excuse.  You know what I mean….”Pastor Bob’s 
sermons haven’t been so good lately…”   
“Well, you know his hip has really been bothering him…..” 
Or, from Sally….”Bob, will you unload the dishwasher?”   
Me: (Wincing a little too noticeably) “Ohhhhhh, O kaaay” 
Sally: “Poor dear…..Never mind, I’ll do it.” 
All gone after December 5th.   But then, there is the still the left one….hmmm. 
 
Now, the favor to ask.  I agreed some months ago to serve as Session Moderator at Rivermont 
Presbyterian Church in Kinston.  This has meant going every other month to meet with the 6 
members of their Session, just a couple fewer than then 8 to 10 folks they have for worship on 
Sunday.  Once a bustling church with over 300 members, now their days dwindle down to a 
precious few.  The church will close its doors on Easter Sunday, April 1st, next year.  This is 
heartbreaking to me.  Just imagine how it must feel to them.  So, this will be their last Christ-
mas as a church.  They wanted a candlelight communion service, but have no Pastor.  I agreed 
to come, preach and officiate the Lord’s Supper.  Here’s where the favor comes in.  I’m won-
dering if some of you might come with me to join them for the service.  They’re hoping so, as 
you can imagine, if you only have 8 souls in the pews.  I’ve told them that I felt sure that some 
of the folks at FPCG would come and join them, boosting their carol singing and Christmas 
Spirit.  “Really?”, they said, brightening noticeably.  “Really,” I said. 
 
            Continued on page 2. 



Goldsboro Ballet presents 

“The Nutcracker” 

Join us as we go see it on 

Saturday, Dec. 2nd  

at 7:00 p.m. 

Everyone is welcome to attend. 

Reserve your ticket with Mary 

for only $5.00! 

 

AMF Boulevard Lanes 

Friday, December 15 

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Continued from page 1 
 

The service is at 7:30 pm.  The church, with a sanctuary handmade by the members of the church, 
all heart pine, is at 1752 Highway 258 S, Kinston.  It takes about 40 minutes to get there, over the 
river and through the woods……I’m planning to leave immediately following our own candlelight 
service at 5:30 pm if you’d like to carpool.  If you’d like to go, could you let me know, so that I can 
give them a count for communion preparation? 
 
Finally, I’ve changed my mind about “All I Want for Christmas Is You.”  I see that the first verse 
goes like this: 
 
“I don't want a lot for Christmas, There is just one thing I need 
I don't care about the presents, Underneath the Christmas tree 
 
I just want you for my own, More than you could ever know 
Make my wish come true, All I want for Christmas is you.” 
 
If you think about it, this song, on Jesus’ lips, must express the heart of God and his hope for 
Christmas.  Merry Christmas to you. 
 
Love, 
Bob 



Page 3 Volume , Issue 

Surprised by God 
A Christmas Musical 

December 3, 2017 at 10:00 a.m. 
FPC Sanctuary 

Diapers for the Manger is due this Sunday,  
December 3. The diapers will be sent to Wayne 
Pregnancy Center.   You may drop them off in 
the crib in the Narthex.  Thank you for you 
participation.   

Plan to attend! Invite others! 

POINSETTIAS IN THE CHURCH  
IN HONOR OR MEMORY 

If you would like to place a name on the memorial or hon-
or list and share in the cost of the poinsettias, the cost will 
be $10.00  per name.  You may use the special envelopes 
provided in the pew racks in the Sanctuary or mail your re-
quest to the church.  The deadline to turn in names is          
December 3.     

 



In McChesney Hall and  Conference Room 
Proceeds go to charities and missions. 
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Your gift to the Christmas Joy Offering supports church workers, 
current and retired, in their times of need, and helps cultivate racial 
ethnic leaders through education and leadership development. The 
Christmas Joy offering will be received on December 17. 

10:00 a.m. 
“A Christmas Story” 

5:30 p.m. 
Candlelight Worship with children as liturgist 

11:15 p.m. 
Candlelight Communion 

December 17 at 2:00 p.m. 
 

Meet at church parking lot 
Pizza Inn after caroling  
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FPC Family, 
Thank you for helping to bring Good News and great joy to children around the world through 
Operation Christmas Child. Millions of boys and girls will experience God’s love through shoe-
boxes collected this year.  FPC will share in this joy as you collected 100 boxes to share. 
 
Thank you again for packing gift-filled shoeboxes for children worldwide in Jesus’ name. We 
trust God will bless you even as you are blessing others!  

The Susan Borden Discussion Sunday School Class of First Presbyterian Church of Goldsboro has 
presented the following Christmas Donations for 2017: 

    Soup Kitchen of Goldsboro - $85.00 

    Salvation Army of Goldsboro - $85.00 

    Operation Santa Claus (mental health) - $85.00 
We are proud to honor those who have blessed our community. 

Dear FPC Family, 
Just can’t thank you enough for all that you did to help with this year’s Merry Market.  Whether you un-
locked a door, moved a table, served a sandwich, or issued an invitation, you made a difference for our 
vendors and shoppers.  This year’s 37 vendors including Kim Brogden, Brigette Broohm, Linda Brown, 
Sherry Frye, Jewel Sauls, Peggy Till, and Lucy Warren offered a wonderful selection of art, crafts, and 
specialty products.  We especially appreciate the countless shoppers who supported our vendors and 
helped to raise funds for missions here and around the world.   
        Gratefully, 
       Linda Brown and Leslie VanHoy 
       on behalf of Presbyterian Women 

I wish to give a tremendous thank you to the writers of the 2017 First Presbyterian Advent Devotional 
based on Advent Symbols.  The greatest response from these writers who represent many different ages in 
our congregation and quite a few new members has made the job of publishing the 2017 edition very 
easy!  I sincerely appreciate your help and I am sure the church will love reading these devotions during 
Advent. 
       Thanks, 
       Bob Bass 

Dear  Church Family,  
We want to share our deep appreciation for the thoughtful ways you have supported us since Barbara's 
illness. Your delicious meals, thoughtful notes, lovely flowers, and many prayers have lifted us up  more 
than you know. The First Presbyterian Women and congregation and the extraordinary Dr. Bob have 
been a true blessing in our lives, and we are eternally grateful for our church family.  
                                                                                With heartfelt love and gratitude,  
                                                                                   Norman and Barbara Goss 
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2  Mrs. Suzanne Corbin 

3  Mr. Malcolm Shearin  

5  Mrs. Louise Huffman 

8 Mr. Mark Metzler 

9  Mr. Michael Jordan 

10  Mr. Jim Neese 

 Mr. Thomas Suddarth 

12  Ms. Margaret Deans 

14  Mr. David Carlyle 

16  Mrs. Gwyn LaFave 

17  Meghan LaFave 

18  Mrs. Pam Jennette 

 Mrs. Mary Ellis 

20 Mrs. Brownie Doss 

22 Mrs. Kim Brogden 

23  Mrs. Sally Bardin 

 Mr. Paul Pittman 

 Mrs. Pamela Judkins 

 Mr. Blain Crocker 

24  Rebekah Royall 

25  Mrs. Susie Howell 

 Mr. Jimmy Huffman 

26 Mrs. Phyllis Radford 

27  Mrs. Jane Franklin 

29  Willis Underwood 

 Mrs. Hettie Grisette 

 Matthew Richter 

31  Mr. O.L.  Starling 

BIRTHDAYS 

Dec. 2          10:00 Soup Kitchen Caroling 
 
Dec. 3          10:00 Christmas Musical 
   NO Open Gym 
 
Dec. 4            6:30 Circle 4 
 
Dec. 5          10:00 Circles 1,2 
  5:30 Personnel Committee 
  7:00 Committee Meetings 
 
Dec. 7  5:00 Handbells 
  7:00 Chancel Choir 
 
Dec. 10 9:00   Sunday School 
           10:00     Worship/Sanctuary 
 
Dec.14  5:00 Handbells  
  7:00   Chancel Choir 
 
 
  

Dec. 15 6:00 Bowling  
 
Dec. 17 9:00 Sunday School 
   PW Bake Sale 
          10:00 Cantata  
              Christmas Joy Offering 
  2:00     Family Christmas Caroling 
 
Dec. 19 7:00 Combined Session & Diaconate 
 
Dec. 24          10:00 Worship in McChesney Hall 
  5:30 Family Service in Sanctuary 
          1 1:15 Candlelight Service in Sanctuary 
 
Dec. 25          Church offices closed 
Dec. 26  Church offices closed  
 
Jan. 1   Church offices closed  

December Calendar 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December Events 

2   Soup Kitchen Caroling           10:00 a.m. 

  Nutcracker Ballet at Paramount      7:00 p.m. 

3  FPC Christmas Musical           10:00 a.m. 

15  Bowling               6:00 p.m. 

17   FPC Choir Cantata           10:00 a.m. 

  Christmas Joy Offering 

  PW Bake Sale               

  Family Christmas Caroling            2:00 p.m 

24   Christmas Eve Worship in McChesney Hall       10:00 a.m. 

  Christmas Eve Family Service in Sanctary  5:30 p.m. 

  Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion in Sanctary11:15 p.m. 

25  Christmas Day—Merry Christmas!                

   

 a reminder that the church office will be closed  
Monday, December 25 and Tuesday December 26 

Monday, January 1  
 

From the FPC officers and staff, we wish you  
a very Merry Christmas  
and a blessed New Year. 


